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2001 on 18 november 2000 the St joseph’s 
pilgrimage group visited St jude’s Church 
in rawang, holy family Church in Kajang, 
assumption Church in petaling jaya, St john’s 
Cathedral in Kuala lumpur and back to  
St joseph’s and to end with eucharist celebration. 

on 13 february 2001 the first parish 
assembly was held in Sentul.  archbishop murphy 
and Soter graced the assembly.  a cross-section of 
the parishioners together with the office bearers 
from the various organisations attended.  a number 
of issues were tabled and resolved amicably by 
the organisers.  the archbishop thanked the 
participants for their openness and congratulated 
the organisation for a job well done.

the redemptorist fathers headed by  
fr. joseph Steven conducted the parish 
renewal programme from 3 to 11 march 2001.   
the participation was tremendous each day.  
parishioners of the Kl north district attended 
the renewal.

0n 5 may 2001 a formation session for beC 
leaders was held at the archdiocesan pastoral 
Centre.  the parish sent twelve leaders from 
various beCs for this formation.  on their return 
the parish administrator informed them that they 
would be required to form the beCat of the 
parish.

fr. Soosay after his return from manila in 
june 2001 was posted to Cameron highlands.

in june 2001 fr. ferdinand was appointed 
parish priest32.  for the first time in the parish, 
an installation of a parish priest was celebrated on 
16 june 2001.  the parish prepared an elaborate 
programme but the archbishop advised the 
committee for a simple celebration.  a dinner was 
held and he was shrouded with a golden shawl a 
pon adai as a mark of appreciation and respect. 

on 30 September 2001 the parish 
Coordinating Committee (pCC) chairman, 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for adults 
(rCia) programme was a nine months journey 
of 40 sessions leading the candidates to a deeper 
understanding and living relationship with jesus in 
the Christian faith.

this journey of faith is for adults above 
seventeen years of age.  however, it is not only 
for those wishing to join the Catholic faith but 
also for Catholics who want to be updated and for 
adults preparing for confirmation.

though this programme started during the 
time of fr Soosay but only during fr ferdinand 
tenure of service did it gained momentum.   
at this time Soosay and june gave the programme 
the needed inputs to be the organisation as it is 
today.

the tamil rCia also started at about 
the same time headed by francis & Catherine.   
to date 220 adults have been baptised through the 
rCia.

deacon frederick who had served this parish 
as part of his pastoral work was ordained in our 
lady of lourdes Church in Klang by archbishop 
Soter on 31 august 2000.  he continued to serve 
as assistant priest to fr ferdinand and did his 
pastoral work mainly at risen Christ and Christ 
the King Church.

on 24 September 2000 the parish celebrated 
the international day for the blind in conjunction 
with the jubilee year 2000.  the eucharist was 
presided over by archbishop was meaningful as he 
used the sign language during mass.  the celebration 
was a new experience for the parishioners.

in october 2000 as parish pastoral Council 
chairman, louis Kanoo advised fr. ferdinand 
to dissolve the council, as fr. ferdinand was not 
comfortable with the members.  at the advise,  
fr ferdinand dissolved the council. 

on 17 november 2000 richard ganesh 
replaced louis Kanoo as chairman of the north 
district pastoral Council.  louis Kanoo thanked 
the members of his committee and the parish 
priests for their support during his tenure of 
service.

32 He first started with his discarding all materials he felt was not 
important.  In the process of doing so, the parish lost some ten years of 
records as reported by the administrative staff of the Church.
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2000richard ganesh informed the committee that the 
herald had carried and article clearly explaining 
the need and benefit of zoning.  he urged we 
should also implement the plan of the archdiocese.  
ppC committee agreed.  Some beC leaders, who 
had tried a similar style of zoning, enlightened 
the committee of the benefits, through some real 
situation examples.

St joseph Church initiated the Spm bible 
knowledge course in august 2001 with the 
blessing of fr. ferdinand.  the classes started 
with two teachers june wong and pauline yeap.  
anthony gnanapiragasam coordinator from the 
Kuala lumpur archdiocesan bible apostolate 
trained them33.

in november 2001 the archbishop decided 
to reserve all wednesdays for beC meetings and 
activities.  this was to be implemented beginning 
in the liturgical year on 2 december 2001.

on 12 december 2001 teresa from the world 
aids day organisation committee presented a talk 
on the world aids day awareness programme 
to the parish Coordinating Council.  wad was 
celebrated in the parish starting with the eucharist 
followed by an awareness exhibition.  the theme 
for the day was I care, do you. 

the organisers invited facilitators from the 
women and health association of Kuala lumpur 
to present talks and the issues related to aids.  teresa 
urged those present to hold rosary devotions and 
handed out booklets as a mark of gratitude for 
their participation.

fr. ferdinand formed the parish pastoral 
Council (ppC) on 29 january 2002 with 
richard ganesh as Chairman.  he informed the 
parishioners that the ppC members were the 
think-tank of the parish.  he also reminded them 
to work closely with members of other ministries.  

the ppC comprised of both the english and 
tamil-speaking groups.

fr. ferdinand was very keen in mass 
communication and he introduced the use lCd 
projector to bring about active participation from 
the congregation.  he formed the communication 
ministry headed by john bosco who is also the 
head of the commentators and lector’s board.

the second parish pastoral assembly was 
held on 6 february 2002.  at this assembly the 
archbishop was not present as he was given late 
invitation.  the participants were unhappy as the 
parish priest went away during the session.

in mid 2002 with blessing of the parish 
priest, the family life ministry was formed with 
paul and linda as coordinators.

fr. ferdinand renovated the sanctuary 
and changed the public address system (pa).   
the renovation was carried out as planned34.   
the pa system was also improved.

from 30 august to 1 September 2002 the 
parish witnessed the Potta experience in Sentul.  
Charles anthony and his wife invited the priests 
from Kerela to conduct a retreat on behalf of 

33 Bible Apostolate is an on going programme.  Bible camps were 
held every year for students to encourage students to aspire for the  
Tan Sri Dominic Vendargon Best Student and Best Learning Centre 
Award.

34 Fr. Ferdinand had wanted to have a high technology meeting room at 
the Convent annex but the Parish Finance committee advised him not to 
proceed. Fr. Ferdinand refrained. 

Catechism teachers Gabriel and Theresa sponsoring a 
Confirmation candidate presided by Bishop Pakiam.
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2002

35 Four doctors assisted in the free medical screening, which included eye 
test, diabetic screening, blood pressure test and de-worming for children.  A 
total of 182 people turned up for the free medical screening, while another 
67 donors participated in the blood donation drive. 

36 The dinner and variety show, was organised by the Society of St 
Vincent de Paul was in aid of the free programme started in March 2003.  
The classes, which catered for the PMR, SPM and Form four students 
were held with the aim of making education a priority among students 
who were in dire need or financial help. 

Bishop Pakiam’s love for children and people.

parish priest.  the theme of the retreat was A Day 
with Jesus.  it was well attended by parishioners and 
visitors from petaling jaya and Kuala lumpur.

the inaugural meeting of the parish 
Coordinating Council was held on 10 december 
2002.  he proposed that the council meet quarterly.  
the council was made up of chairman from the 
various ministries.

the beC leaders and the core team formed 
the beC Coordinating team (beCCot), which 
was led by edward Sinnathamby.

on 5 february 2003 the third parish assembly 
was held and was well attended by the parishioners 
and members of the various committees.  from 
23 to 31 august 2003, another parish mission was 
conducted with the help of the redemptorists.

Growth in the Spirit seminar in tamil was 
conducted on 21 march 2004.  the purpose of the 
seminar was to experience the power of the holy 
Spirit and god’s love; and to build the Church 
community.

on 21 September 2003 the Society of 
St vincent de paul Conference of St joseph, 
organised a blood donation drive and free medical 
screening.  the campaign, which was held with 
the support of the Sentul lions Club, was opened 
to non-Catholics as well. 35  

2003

in line with the parish theme, Becoming a 
Caring Community, more than 700 parishioners 
attended a fund-raising dinner and a variety 
show on 27 September 2003, held at the parish 
grounds.36

the Kl north district pastoral Council’s 
dinner and fellowship night was held on 28 
november 2003 at the Community Centre.  
about 85 leaders from the four parishes and three 
chapels, together with the four district priests, 
met to get to know each other more closely.   
the gathering provided an opportunity for leaders 
to meet and interact with other leaders from the 
district and also to get to know the district priests.  
it was also proposed that the Kl north district 
Council to hold similar fellowship sessions at least 
twice a year.

parents and their teenage children attended 
a one-day seminar on effective parenting through 
difficult times with the present generation of 
youth.  the seminar, Better Parent-Child Relationship, 
held for the first time at the parish on 28 march 
2004 was jointly organised by the newly formed 
family life ministry and catechetical ministry. 
two hundred and sixty parishioners attended the 
seminar.  the main facilitator was martin jalleh 
and assisted by vincent nathan. 

on 1s july 2004 the first archdiocesan 
parish integral human development (pihd) 
session was initiated in the parish.  a total of 
30 participants attended the session, which was 
conducted by a team from the national office 
for human development (nohd).  according 
to fr. ferdinand, he was planning to introduce the 
ministry for the poor through pihd.  fr. mitchel 
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2005

2004

anthony who is the newly appointed priest 
delegate for the office of human development 
and his team members gave a thought-provoking 
presentation37.

the parish organised a food and fun fair on 
7 august 2004.  the organising committee led by 
joseph fernando and leonard paiva, put in a lot of 
effort in this project.  the event was not supported 
by some beCs, which are pivotal for the success 
of any event. for the first time in the history of 
the parish, the effort of the committee was put to 
waste.  the profit after expenditure amounted to 
approximately rm19,000.00.

the first meeting of the various ministries 
with archbishop murphy pakiam was held on  
27 january 2005.  he noted down the particulars of 
the various committee member of ppC, beCCot 
and pfC.  he expressed disappointment at the lack 
of representatives during the pastoral visits, as the 
parish is made up of 12 zones and 42 beCs.  

archbishop explained that all 4 key 
members of area Core team (aCt) attend 
beCCot meetings.  formation sessions must 
be planned throughout the year to equip leaders 
with knowledge and skills.  he then stressed 
that all should attend formation programmes 
organised by the archdiocesan beCat team.  
he also encouraged leaders to volunteer in the 

37 Fr. Mitchel quoted the Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity 
which affirms that:  The Church is not truly established and does not fully 
live nor a perfect sign of Christ unless there is genuine laity existing and 
working alongside the hierarchy, for the gospel cannot become deeply rooted 
in the mentality, life and work of the people without the active presence of 
the laity (Ad Gentes 2 1a). 

38 Fr. Stanislaus was ordained on the 2 July 1990.   He served Our 
Lady of Fatima briefly, St. Jude’s parish and St. Thomas.  Prior to his 
appointment as parish priest of St. Joseph, Fr. Stanislaus was sent to 
EAPI in the year 2003 for further studies returned after obtaining 
Masters Degree in Pastoral Studies at the Ateneo De’ Manila University 
in Manila.

archdiocesan beCat.  he then urged the 
parishioners to give close attention to youths and 
migrant workers.

on 18 april 2005 a follow up meeting 
was held with archbishop murphy pakiam,  
fr ferdinand presented the core members of the 
parish ministries to his grace.  in this meeting, 
father presented the proposed parish plan.   
his grace viewed the plan and stressed that beCs 
are the main thrust of the parish.  he reiterated the 
formation of beCat at parish level and youths 
between 18 – 35 years old.  archbishop said that 
priests could come and go but planned activities 
must be carried out.

prior to his departure on 15 june 2005  
fr ferdinand left for manila on Sabbatical, a 
farewell party was organised by the parish.  the 
parish was temporarily without a priest.

on 27 june 2005 the archbishop appointed 
a caretaker committee led by richard ganesh 
together with elizabeth morris (beCCot) and 
louis Kanoo (pfC) to take care of the parish with 
responsibility.

during the period from 15 june to  
31 august 2005 fr mitchel was temporarily 
appointed as a resident priest of St joseph’s.   
fr. Stanislaus Soosamariam was appointed as 
parish priest of St. joseph Church on 1 September 
200538.  fr mitchel was posted as parish priest of 
jesus Caritas, Kepong.

fr. Stanislaus associated with the parishioners 
and got himself acquainted.  he met the leaders of 
parish organisations and attended their meetings to 
observe how they were functioning.  he observed 
there was poor coordination among some leaders 
especially between language groups.

his main task at that time was to instil unity 
in the parish especially among leaders.  to counter 
the growing division and tension, he organised a 
study day for both tamil and english speaking 
leaders at dominic villa in genting highlands 
on 3 december 2005.  this was followed by a 
series of talks, group sharing and discernment.  

2003

Sister Thomasina, the first nun from Sentul.
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2006
the leaders resolute to be faithful to the vision and 
mission statement. 

the pastoral assembly was held in october 
2006 with the theme One Parish, One People,
One community. in december 2006 the idea of a 
meaningful centenary celebration was mooted.
fr. Stanislaus started planning for the centenary 
celebration with the commencement of painting 
of the Church, which was sponsored by CK leong 
a buddhist.  during the period of painting the 
masses were celebrated in the hall.

fr. pierre bretaudeau received the highest 
chevalier40 award - from the french government 
for his dedicated missionary work in malaysia  
from the french ambassador in Kuala lumpur on 
14 july 2007.

archbishop murphy pakiam made an 
impromptu visit and celebrated the 9.00 am mass 
and took this opportunity to view the Church 
that was being painted.  he noted the old metal 
crucifix constructed by the railway men in 1972 
and suggested it to be replaced with a crucified 
body of Christ.

fr. Stanislaus accepted the suggestion and 
without delay worked on the matter.  jerry bateman 
and his wife, friends of fr. Stanislaus from rawang 
with the help of their relative brought the cross 
from philippines.  the holy Cross was custom 
made to fit the sanctuary.  the new crucifix was 
blessed on the feast day of the Queenship of mary, 
22 august 2007 by the parish priest.  presently, the 
metal Cross has been placed in the house of holy 
angels (newly erected open hall).

39 The next day Fr. Stanislaus celebrated the Eucharist followed by 
fellowship and a period of sharing by representatives of the various 
expressing what they expected of the various groups in the parish.  To sum 
up the expression one could have felt that the participants generally desired 
for understanding, tolerance and unity among the many organisations in 
the parish. 

40 A member of a certain order of knighthood.  It is an award of merit.

Fr. Bertaudeau (left) with Archbishop Pakiam and the 
French ambassador after receiving the Chevalier Award.

Ordination of Fr. Jivan Daniel.

the group formulated a new vision and mission 
statement for the parish, which was:

Vision:  A united and caring community.

Mission:  We the people of God in St Joseph Church 
witness Christ’s presence in our Basic Ecclesial 
Communities, working together as a united and 
caring community, deeply rooted in the Word of 
God. 

fr. Stanislaus then led the group through a 
process of humility, servitude and forgiveness.  
the holy thursday scene was re-enacted to give 
a deeper insight followed by sign of peace.39

the study day at villa dominic had begun 
to have some positive effect in the attitude of the 
parish leaders, there appeared to be more open 
and collaborated in all parish work.  the tamil 
and english-speaking groups were more open to 
have bilingual masses.  they see that this would be 
a way the parish could move towards releasing a 
united society that looks beyond themselves to be 
more united parish in the light of the gospel.

for the first time in the history of the parish, 
one bilingual (english & tamil) easter vigil service 
was celebrated. on 17 june 2006 three deacons, 
ravi michael sj, william michael (diocesan) and 
jivan daniel (franciscan) were ordained priests by 
archbishop murphy pakiam.

in September 2006 another study day was 
held in methodist bible Seminary at Kundang, 
which reinforced a greater trust among the leaders.  
after some fruitful sharing and group discussion, 
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2008

2007

On 24 August 2007 a food and funfair 
was held on a grand scale. The fund-raising was 
initially meant for painting the Church.  Although 
the painting was done on gratis, the fund-raising 
continued.  With the total participation of the 
BECs, a sum of RM102, 000.00 was raised.  It 
was utilised to erect the House of the Holy 
Angels and up keeping of the Church buildings. 
The preparations for the centenary celebration 
commenced after the food and fun fair.  It was 
officially launched with pomp and gala on the 2 
September 2007.  In conjunction with the launch 
of the centenary celebration, the following spiritual 
and social events were organised to experience 
the jubilee:

i. 30th December 2007 - Christmas party for the 
children organised by the centenary committee. 

ii. 20th January 2008 - Inter-religious (ponggal) organised 
by the Tamil Apostolate.

iii. 17th February 2008 - BEC games carnival organised 
by the catechetical ministry.   

iv. 16th March 2008 - Inter parish hymn festival 
organised by the choir.

v. 6th April 2008 - Family day organised by family life 
ministry, Chinese community, prayer group and youths.  
(The amazing walk, jumble sales and fancy dress 
competition). 

After each of the events the history of 
the parish was briefly presented to the faithful. 
Practically all were awestruck on some of the facts 
of the yester years.  The start of the novena on 
26 April 2008 marks the beginning of St Joseph’s 
feast celebration.  The grand finale of the feast 
will be the Eucharistic celebration by Archbishop 
Murphy Pakiam at 6.00pm on the 4 May 2008 to 
be followed by candle light procession and a laser 
show for the parishioners of St Joseph Church to 
cherish.  

Fr. Stanislaus and Louis Kanoo attended a 
seminar on Oral History from 24-28 May 2007.  
This seminar was organised by the Council of 
Archives and History (Methodist Church in 
Malaysia), held in Sitiawan, Perak.

On their return Father Stan summoned the 
Parish Pastoral Council in June of the same year, 
and urged the council to prepare for the centenary 
celebration.  The PPC after a brain-storming 

session apportioned the celebration into four 
main concerns and assigned to the members to 
work on, so as to have a meaningful and thought 
provoking celebration.

Jubilee Fund:  To present the benevolence of the Church 
towards the poor and to express the concern of the Church 
in celebrating the centenary with the poor, Peter Lee was 
assigned to this concern.  At the end of the centenary this 
fund will distributed to poor in Sentul.

Inter-religious Dialogue: The call of the Church in the 
modern times to have clear understanding and to establish 
a common brotherhood with the Christians from other 
denominations and people of other faiths.  This concern was 
assigned to Merlyn Fernandez.

BECs:  The on-going mission of the Church in establishing 
Christ centred community in the parish with a common 
vision and mission, thereby establishing the Kingdom of God 
in the light of the Gospel.  Percy Miranda, Ignatius Pereira, 
Gnanapragasam and Juliana Philip undertook this area of 
concern.

History and Heritage:  To trace the roots of the Church and 
the onward efforts, struggles and set backs in establishing the 
parish in Sentul.  Whereby, we in these times shall ponder 
the dedication of the clergy, religious and laity who recognised 
the importance of faith in the daily lives of the people and 
the service of the Church at large. Leo Nathan was to handle 
this concern.

Fr. Stan instructed the council members to 
carry out to the best of their abilities, the projects 
assigned to them.  They were required to set up 
sub-committees to accomplish their tasks.   

Conclusion 
It is indeed a great privilege for all of us to 

witness and experience the tremendous growth 
of St. Joseph’s Church.  The centenary celebration 
reminds us of those people who had sacrificed 
their lives unselfishly to shape God’s kingdom 
here in Sentul.  

As we rejoice the faith handed down to us,  
let us pray that God’s guidance will be with us, as 
we continue to hand it over to the next generation 
as a people loving and serving God.  We do not 
rely on the memory of history alone but history 
as experienced in our lives today.  God does acts 
and reveals Himself in our history as we live our 
lives today.  We remember, we rejoice, we live!

Oral History Workshop 24-28 May 2007.
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editor’s message

Dear parishioners and friends,

We invite you to know the story as it happened in this one hundred years old parish of  
st. Joseph.  from the onset, the emphasis was on the history of st. Joseph’s church and its 
progressive developments.  With this objective, we researched its true history. 

We wanted to tell one story - the story of the community in sentul.  however due to the 
exhaustive historical data available, we had decided to present the whole story.  if we were to 
pick and choose facts according to the particular story, we were afraid that we may lose some 
of the more important stories that had happened in the history of the parish.

You may use these facts and develop a certain theme for your own interest.  
a good example will be the archbishop’s message for the centenary.  he states the 
development of the community in sentul based on historical data presented in this 
centenary commemorative magazine.  You may develop a similar theme like evangelisation, 
discipleship, mission, communication, etc.

let us remember the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm and rejoice and 
look forward to the future with confidence (At the beginning of the new millenium, by John 
paul ii).

editor
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